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       2007 Turkey Day Regatta  
  Alamitos Bay Yacht Club                         Long Beach, Calif.         

                                      Nov. 22-23, 2008  



	Nov. 20, 2008 

Californians flock to Turkey Day Regatta    

LONG BEACH, Calif.---As traditional as cranberries and pumpkin pie, the country's largest holiday season regatta will see small boats from San Diego to San Francisco racing in Alamitos Bay Yacht Club's annual Turkey Day Regatta Saturday and Sunday. 
There were 305 boats for the inaugural event in 1969, and the event has sustained such a cult status that with ABYC's new online entry system in high gear more than half of that usual number were already signed up by mid-week. 
The early list included six defending champions from last year: Brian Cottrell of King Harbor YC, Redondo Beach, in Lasers; Chris Barnard, Newport Harbor YC, in Laser Radials; veteran Henry Sprague, Long Beach, in Finns; Max Fraser and crew David Liebenberg, Santa Cruz, in 29ers; Mike and John Burch of Cabrillo Beach YC, San Pedro, in their Mercury, and Richard Bell, ABYC, in Sabots, moving up from C-2 to C. 
None are coming for trophies. The prizes are turkeys and pies, in tune with the nation's Thanksgiving menu next Thursday. 

The competitors span four generations from ages 8 to 80 and will sail a variety of boats from 8-foot Naples Sabots and Lido 14s on the inside bay to Cal 20 and Olson 30 keelboats and high-performance A-Cats, International 14s, 29er skiffs and Formula 18 catamarans on two courses on the ocean and outer harbor. 

Racing will start at noon each day, conditions permitting. 

There will be a turkey dinner for competitors and guests Saturday starting at 4:30 p.m. 

No entries will be accepted by mail or fax. Online entries will be

accepted until noon Friday; thereafter entries may only be made in person until 9:30 a.m. Saturday morning. 

Online entries and other information  
MEDIA CONTACT 

Rich Roberts 

310.835.2526 

Cell 310.766.6547 

richsail@earthlink.net 

	[image: image1.jpg]



First prize 
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