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     Judge Ryan and crew Willie McBride lead the International 420s on their way to a runaway overall victory 
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   81st SCYA Midwinter Regatta      

                 Alamitos Bay Yacht Club venue                                                    

     Long Beach, Calif.                                               Feb. 20-21, 2010  

	Feb. 21, 2010  

Wind lovers rule the Midwinters weekend at ABYC 
LONG BEACH, Calif. 

Some dominating performances, some bad luck and a little heartbreak here and there in winds of 17 knots, but some got going when the going got tough. 
That was the weekend of racing hosted by Alamitos Bay Yacht Club as one of 33 clubs from San Diego to Santa Barbara and east to Arizona running the Southern California Yachting Association's 81st annual Midwinter Regatta. 
Among 82 boats in 10 classes including dinghies, keelboats and multihulls, 505 world champion Mike Martin and Etchells veteran Argyle Campbell each finished first in all of their six races, while Judge Ryan's only setback in the International 420s was a second place in the last race that he wrote off as his throwout. 
The toughest battle was won by Peter Drasnin of Westlake YC in the Laser Masters class, where ABYC's Vann Wilson pushed him to a one-point victory. They went into the second day Sunday tied at 12 points but both trailing Kevin Taugher and Chuck Tripp, who between them won all three of Saturday's races but didn't return Sunday. 

In their absence, Drasnin went 1-2 and Wilson 3-1 to settle the fight. 
Other notable winners included Mike Wood in Cal 20s, Pete Melvin in Formula 18 catamarans and Kurt Wiese in Lido 14s---and, before you ask, the Lido class's longtime kingpin, Stu Robertson, was leading the next-to-last Lido race and the regatta on the inside bay when his mast fell, dropping him to fourth place. 

"It was the forestay pin at the top," Robertson said. "It was something I thought I'd fixed but didn't. We were leading by quite a ways at the time." 
But Wiese, with class veteran John Papadopoulos as crew, earned the win. They trailed Robertson by only four points at the time and finished the day 2-1 to edge Mark Ryan by four points and Walter Johnson by six. The Lidos planned to sail another race but decided it was getting too rough.  
"We'd seen a boat dismasted and someone else in the water, so it was probably a wise decision," Wiese said. "Otherwise, it was just great with John in the boat." 

But they may not have had as much fun as Judge Ryan, an 18-year-old San Diego resident who (shh!) prefers Long Beach for its livelier weather. His crew was Willie McBride of Santa Barbara. 
"I love the breeze," Ryan said. "It was a little cold, but I love Long Beach, especially in the spring and summer. When you get a weekend like this you can't beat it."   

Ryan will represent the U.S. in the I/420 Worlds in Israel in July. 

Campbell, from Newport Beach, seems comfortable everywhere. He sails Etchells with the premier competition in San Diego and in the Jaguar Series on the East Coast. For this he sailed with veterans Steve 
Brown and Bill Mais on board. 
Wood has become a pacesetter in the local Cal 20 fleet since taking over the tiller of the family Cal 20 from his dad Ron, who works as crew now. 

"Another great weekend of sailing in Long Beach," he said after posting four firsts and a second after starting the weekend with a throwout seventh in Saturday's wide range of conditions.  

"It was more normal today," Mike Wood said. 
They added friend Chris Wells as crew Sunday, adding some stability. 

Class winners 

505 (6 boats)---Mike Martin/Phil Stemler, Alamitos Bay YC, (1)-1-1-1-1-1, 5 points.  
CORONADO 15 (3)---Vincent Paternoster, South Coast Corinthian YC, 1-1, 2. 
CAL 20 (11)---Mike Wood/Ron Wood/ Chris Wells, ABYC, (7)-1-1-2-1-1, 6. 
ETCHELLS (8)---Argyle Campbell/Steve Brown/Bill Mais, Newport Harbor YC, (1)-1-1-1-1-1, 5. 
FORMULA 18 (6)---Pete Melvin/James Melvin, ABYC, (3)-1-1-1-3-1, 7. 
INTERNATIONAL 420 (11)---Judge Ryan/Willie McBride, San Diego/Santa Barbara YCs, 1-1-1-1-1-(2), 5.  
LASER MASTERS (12)---Pete Drasnin, Westlake YC, 3-(4)-4-1-1-2, 11. 

PORTSMOUTH (4)---Richard Benner (Nacra 20), King Harbor YC, 2-1-1, 4. 
LIDO 14 A (14)---Kurt Wiese/John Papadopoulos, NHYC, 2-3-(4)-1-1-1, 9. 
LIDO 14 B (7)---Erik Bakker, ABYC, 1-1-(4)-1-2-1,l 6.  
Complete ABYC results 
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A 505 flips downwind as others race on in 17 knots of breeze
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Peter Drasnin (top) and Vann 

Wilson were 1-2 in Laser Masters
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Etchells set their spinnakers 
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Grace Lucas and Jane Rew from New Jersey sailed hard 

to finish fifth overall in I/420s 
[image: image8.jpg]



Heavy hiking in big winds 
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Steve and Barney Flam lead 

Cal 20s to the windward mark
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