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   The 505 fleet parades downwind in light air that marked the two-day regatta in Long Beach 
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	May 25, 2008 
Sailing savvy pays off in ABYC's Memorial Day racing 
LONG BEACH, Calif.---Alamitos Bay Yacht Club’s annual Memorial Day Regatta for small boats was more of a weekend for brains than brawn, so senior sailing savvy came to the top. 
Among 139 boats in 19 classes, Howard Hamlin and crew Andy Zinn showed their smarts in the 505 class by winning the last four of seven races, including a trifecta sweep Sunday, to come from behind against Nick Adamson of Santa Cruz and crew Steve Boudrow. 

Hamlin, an ABYC member who lives just up the street, has been sailing one of the 16-foot, 7-inch-long 505s and other high-performance skiffs for most of his 50 years, logging one championship and seven seconds in 25 world championships---although he gave most of the credit to his latest crew, Andy Zinn, for this success.  

The wind fluked around from 5 to 8 knots both Saturday and Sunday, and Hamlin said, "Andy's the light-air master. I'm less than half the team." 

Zinn agreed that tactics---anticipating and playing the wind shifts and avoiding dead spots on the course---was key, although "being fast doesn't hurt, either. But the wind was a little steadier today." 

Stu Robertson, an ABYC member who lives in Orange County, was another veteran who came with game, although he is better known for winning four Lido 14 class championships over three decades. Although he hasn't given up the Lido, this time he sailed a Thistle which he has named "Notorious," a wicked reflection, he noted with a smile, of his often stormy Lido career. 

It's three feet longer than a Lido and he started sailing it just this year but, with daughter Erin and Witt Batchelor as crew, he dominated the small fleet in winning five of seven races to win going away. 
"We've had a lot of fun with this boat," Robertson said. "It's a lot of fun to sail. It's a lake boat, but it's a boat of passion. You see one and you want one."  

One of the most competitive classes was the Finns, sprinkled with 10 veterans from ABYC, Newport Harbor YC and elsewhere. ABYC's Steve Landeau didn't win a race but scored no finish worse than fifth to hold off Andrew Kern, who won the last race. 
Dave Leuck of San Diego's Mission Bay YC also took a single-digit victory by winning the last Laser Radial race to leapfrog San Diego YC's Matt Morris for the trophy.  

Even closer was young Elle Merrill's tiebreaker edge over Steven Hopkins in Sabot-B that she seized by winning the last race. 
Class winners 
505 SKIFF (9 boats)---Howard Hamlin/Andy Zinn, Alamitos Bay YC, (4)-2-2-1-1-1-1, 8 points. 

A-CAT (5)---Craig Yandow, ABYC, (3)-2-1-1-2-2-3, 11. 

CAL 20 (11)---Chuck Clay/Kate Wall, ABYC, 2-(8)-1-1-2-4-2, 12. 

ETCHELLS (5)---Don Burdge/Doug Jorgensen, ABYC, 2-1-1-2, 6. 

FINN (10)---Steve Landeau, ABYC, 3-2-2-(6)-3-5-4, 25. 

F-18 CATAMARAN (6)---Brandon Wallace/Damon Lacasella, Mission Bay YC, 1-1-3-(4)-2-1-2, 11. 

HOBIE 16 (6)---Rex Miller/Ann Sullivan, 2-1-(5)-1-1-2-3.5, 10.5. 

LASER RADIAL (8)---Dave Leuck, Mission Bay YC, (4)-2-3-3-1-1-1, 11. 

PORTSMOUTH (4)---Bob Anderson/Scott Kramer (Coronado 15), (3)-3-1-3-1-2-2, 12. 

SNIPE (7)---Doug Hart/Scott Hoffman, Mission Bay YC, 1-(3)-3-1-3-2-2, 12. 

THISTLE (7)---Stu Robertson/Witt Batchelor/Erin Robertson, ABYC, 1-(4)-1-1-1-2-1, 7. 

LIDO 14-A (6)---John Papadopoulos/Stacie Brandt, Balboa YC, 1-1-1-1-(2)-1, 5. 

LIDO 14-B (4)---John Hauck/Doris Hauck, ABYC. 1-1-1-1-1-(2), 5.  

SABOT-A (14)---J.P. Barnes, San Diego YC, (8)-1-5-1-3-2, 12. 
SABOT-B (10)---Elle Merrill, ABYC, 1-2-4-2-(7)-1, 10. 

SABOT-C (9)---Soenke Jordan, Mission Bay YC, (4)-1-1-1-2, 5. 

SABOT-C2 (6)---John McInerney, ABYC, 1-1-(3)-1-1, 4. 

SABOT-C3 (5)---Ethan Michaelis, Seal Beach YC, 1-1-1-1-(2), 4. 

SENIOR SABOT (7)---Freddie Stevens, ABYC, (4)-2-2-3-3, 11. 

Complete results and photos 

MORE INFORMATION: www.abyc.org 
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Howard Hamlin (l.) and crew 

Andy Zinn won the 505 class
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Young Sabot sailors 
follow the leader 
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Stu Robertson makes a winning leap from a Lido 14 to a Thistle
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A mix of classes converge 
at the leeward gate
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Terry Johnson sets the whisker pole as Walter steers their Cal 20 

Complete results /  photos



