Barnard (the Son), veterans Drasnin and Gaudio Post Manning Victories 

 LONG BEACH---The father-son entries of Scott and Chris Barnard of Newport Harbor YC almost scored a family a sweep in the annual E.E. Manning Regatta at Alamitos Bay YC March 4-5 as Chris, 14, sailing with Christy Tatchell as crew, won the CFJ class and Scott, 46, finished one point behind Peter Drasnin, 47, of Westlake YC in Lasers. 
The event, launched by its namesake from Los Angeles YC in 1939, represents the Southern California Yachting Association's interclub dinghy championship. Boats must not exceed 20 feet, and this year none came close.  
Other class winners were veteran Mark Gaudio of Bahia Corinthian YC in Naples Sabots and Vincent Paternoster and crew Wayne Lewis of Marina Sailing in Agoura in Coronado 15s. 

Chris Barnard and Tatchell, 17, also clinched the Shadden Series championship in the fourth and final test of the series in which they won 11 of 21 races. Gaudio also collected the Chuck Kober perpetual trophy and the E.E. Manning trophy as winner of the largest class, in which he dominated a fleet of 36 boats with two firsts, three seconds and a throwout third in the six races, all run inside the bay. 

Sailing in moderate but chilly breeze and light chop in the Long Beach outer harbor, the Barnard-Tatchell tandem broke away from the 25-boat fleet in Sunday's brisker winds, winning all three races by wide margins. Their worst finish all weekend was fourth place, which they discarded. 
"We were really fast downwind," Tatchell said, "and upwind we played the shifts. [Downwind] we were surfing as a team, communicating spinnaker pressure so when the spinnaker was full we could head right for the [leeward] mark." 

Tatchell, a senior at Newport Harbor High School, learned last week that she had been accepted at USC. Her skipper is three years her junior, but Barnard said, "I just wanted to go with an experienced crew." 
They placed fourth in the CFJ Nationals at Redondo Beach last July. Chris Barnard won the Naples Sabot Junior Nationals at ABYC last year. 

With the wind peaking at 12 knots, his dad Scott led Drasnin by one point going into Sunday's last race, which Drasnin won as Barnard slipped to third. Drasnin said he had no idea he had even won until he returned to shore. 

"I didn't even look at the points after yesterday," Drasnin said. "I just know I have to do the best I can every race."  
Drasnin placed 16th in the Laser Worlds in Brazil last October "where it blew 25 knots every day," he said, "so I felt comfortable today." 
For Gaudio, it was another notch in his long list of Naples Sabot successes---including 14 National titles---over 41 years in the boat. 

"I won't say how old I am but I started sailing Sabots when I was 7," he said. 

His competition ranged over three or four generations, and Gaudio said the best part was that "the four times I got beat it was by a different kid each time. I've been coaching kids from here and Lido Isle YC and a lot of them were out here this weekend." 
And what has Gaudio learned in 41 years of sailing Sabots? 

"With all the dynamics, they're the hardest boats to sail," he said. "There are nuances that take a lifetime to figure out."   

Complete results and photos: www.abyc.org 







---Rich Roberts 

