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   ABYC's annual Labor Day Regatta

           Alamitos Bay Yacht Club       Long Beach, Calif. 
                                         Sept. 1-2, 2007
 
	Sept. 2, 2007 
Winning sailboat races is fun, most of the time    
LONG BEACH---Andrew Kern sailed through lumpy seas and bad blood to win the Finn class in Alamitos Bay Yacht Club's annual Labor Day Regatta concluding Sunday, leaving the impression that winning isn't always as much fun as it's supposed to be. 
Kern, a 46-year-old Long Beach resident, alluded to some ill feelings on the water even as he won three of seven races for a five-point margin over ABYC's Chris Raab in the 21-boat fleet, and it appeared that some strife could carry over to next month's U.S. Olympic Trials at Newport Beach where Kern will pursue his life-long dream to represent his country in the Games. 
"I hope they keep it a fair contest," Kern said. 

He had only praise for ABYC for "a stellar job of putting on the regatta," and admitted that some of the blame for recent unrest falls on himself over an incident at an event on Mission Bay in San Diego last month, a point raised by some of his rivals. 

It was a happier day for the other winners of 15 classes for 180 boats, including six Naples Sabot sub-classes. A moderate breeze of 8 to 9 knots, slightly lighter than Saturday, kept the air temperature at a bearable 72 degrees F. during Southern California's prolonged heat wave. 
Johnny Blumberg, 11, got refreshingly dunked by his peers---the winner's treatment for finishing first in Sabot Class C-3, earning him his first racing trophy. 

"It was cold," Blumberg said. 

Blumberg trailed ABYC teammate Noah LaBarba by a point starting the sixth and last race and said, "At the first mark [LaBarba] was in front but he tacked too early and couldn't lay it. I went a little farther and got it just perfect." 

They wound up tied in points and initial tiebreakers, but Blumberg took the title on the ultimate tiebreaker as winner of the last race. 

As anticipated by some observers, Ryan Hoeven of King Harbor YC in Redondo Beach charged up from 11th place after discarding 51 points for a starting disqualification in the opening race to top ABYC's Mike Shea by five points in the 50-boat Laser Radial class. 
David Rumnaugh of Sacramento's Lake Washington Yacht Club, with Anne Jaeschke as crew, won the Coronado 15 North American championship held in conjunction with the Labor Day Regatta---his first NA title in four tries. After a 1-2-1-1 string of finishes Saturday he slipped a bit to 3-3-2 Sunday but beat ABYC's Mike Shea by five points. 

"It was very difficult . . . different each day," Rumnaugh said. "The wind was a little stronger Saturday---ideal for us. Today was light and lumpy, and being from a lake venue we aren't used to that stuff." 
Ron Smith of Sunnyvale, Calif., sailing his Thistle with Jim Moyer and Jill Moritz as crew, posted the only perfect record---seven wins---to top a seven-boat fleet in one of his semi-annual visits from Northern California. 

"We really do well here," Smith said. "This is Thistle heaven, and these people really know how to run a regatta." 

Doug Hart and crew Scott Hoffman of San Diego's Mission Bay YC won the Snipe Pacific Coast Championship with a one-point edge over Jim Grubbs and Mark Ryan of ABYC. 
Class winners  

(6 or 7 races; one throwout)  

FINN (19 boats)---Andrew Kern, Des Plaines, 3-1-1-1-(7)-5-7, 18 points. 

LASER (22)---Abe Torchinsky, Vancouver, B.C., 1-1-1-2-1-1-(4), 7. 

LASER RADIAL (48)---Ryan Hoeven, King Harbor YC, (51/OCS)-1-1-1-4-5-3, 15. 

CORONADO 15 (14)---David Rumnaugh/Anne Jaeschke, Lake Washington YC, Seattle, 1-2-1-1-(3)-3-2, 10. 

SNIPE (6)---Doug Hart/Scott Hoffman, Mission Bay YC, 1-2-2-1-4-(4.5)-2-1-4, 17. 
INTERNATIONAL 14 (8)---Kirk Twardowski/Paul Galvez, Richmond YC, 1-1-1-(3)-1-1-1, 6. 

ETCHELLS (4)---Doug Jorgensen, ABYC, (2)-2-1-1-1-1, 6.  

CAL 20 (8)---Mark and Robin Townsend, ABYC, 1-1-1-(5)-2-4-1, 10.  

THISTLE (6)---Ron Smith, Fresno SC, (1)-1-1-1-1-1-1, 6. 

    (6 races; one throwout) 

SABOT A (9)---Olin Paine, Mission Bay YC, 1-2-1-2-2-(3), 8. 

SABOT B (8)---Derek Pickell, Bahia Corinthian YC, 2-2-1-3-(6)-2, 10.  
SABOT C-1 (6)---Noelle Herring, California YC, 1-1-(3)-1-1-2, 6. 

SABOT C-2 (6)---Jack Ryan, San Diego YC, 3-1-1-2-1-(4), 8. 

SABOT C-3 (6)---Johnny Blumberg, ABYC, (2)-2-1-1-2-1, 7.  

SENIOR SABOT (9)---Tom Newton, ABYC, 2-1-(7)-2-1-1, 7. 
Complete results and more at www.abyc.org 
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Ron Smith's Thistle swept 7 races 
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Julian Soto drives his Radial past

 the windward mark

[image: image3.jpg]



Chris Raab won this race and placed second in the Finn class 

Click for full photo gallery 

 


