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           Formula 18s and Hobie 16s work their way downwind on Day 2 of ABYC's annual Multihull Regatta  
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	 LONG BEACH, Calif. 

Jay Glaser: like old times with a different crew   

Was it really more than a quarter-century ago that a local kid crewing on a catamaran won an Olympic silver medal in the waters off Long Beach? 

Twenty-six years later Jay Glaser still has the touch and the passion for the sport, as he showed this weekend while crewing---not for Randy Smyth but for his wife Pease as they won the 11-boat Formula 18 class in Alamitos Bay Yacht Club's annual Multihull Regatta. 

The way he described it, it could have been 1984. 

 "The competition is really good," Glaser said, "so that's fun. There were a bunch of good people out there." 
Sunday wasn't as windy as Saturday, causing a 45-minute delay for the first of three races on the course inside the federal breakwater that guards the Long Beach outer harbor. But the tricky 7-knot breeze shifting from southwest to south and back again early on brought the Glasers' cunning to the forefront. 

Dennis Kay and crew John Williams---like most of the class representing the host club---won the last of seven races overall to finish five points behind, but going into the day everyone was more concerned about Iam Sammis and crew Bobby Kleinschmit. They had two firsts and a second on Day 1 but also failed to finish a race, costing themselves a 12-point DNF (did not finish). 

That left their rivals waiting overnight for the other shoe to fall when Sammis and Kleinschmit would discard the 12 points after the fifth race, as noted in the event rules. They managed a third behind the Glasers and James Melvin, sailing with world-class dad Pete as crew, to draw within one point of the Glasers, but then stumbled to ninth in the next-to-last race---game over. 

Pease Glaser, also an Olympic silver medalist in 2000, noted that the conditions Sunday were more challenging for everybody, including Olympic veterans, because "it's much harder to sail in light air." 
Notably, the Melvins' second place in the difficult Race 5 was their best finish of the weekend, which was the debut as skipper for James, 15. 
The regatta served as a tuneup for several of the F18 teams that will now pack up their boats for their North American championships at Racine, Wis., next month. 

"That'll be fun, too," Jay Glaser said. "If we finish in the top six we'll be happy."  
Jeff Newsome and crew Michelle Eatough dominated the six-boat Hobie 16 class … for awhile. They won all four races in the stronger winds Saturday and another one Sunday to save a final three-points edge over Jeff Perlmutter and crew Susan Stockdale, who were 1-2-1 Sunday. 

"Jeff is better in stronger wind," Stockdale said. 

Class leaders 

FORMULA 18 (11 boats)---Pease Glaser/Jay Glaser, Alamitos Bay YC, (5)-1-3-1-1-2-2, 10 points.  

HOBIE 16 (6)---Jeff Newsome/Michelle Eatough, ABYC, 1-1-1-1-(3)-1-2, 7. 
PORTSMOUTH (3)---Robert Shirley, Ventura Sailing Club, (2)-2-1-2-1-1-1, 8.  

Complete results and photos    
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Jay and Pease Glaser fly high as 

they lead way to a windward mark
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The victorious Newsome-Eatough 

Hobie 16 crosses finish line was F18s start on other side of the RC boat 
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A Sunday sailor gets a 

close-up of a Formula 18 race
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A new WETA trimaran checks 

out a Formula 18 start 
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The Melvins claim the pin end 

of the line for a Formula 18 start 
Enlarged/downloadable versions

 of above photos and more
 


