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         83rd SCYA Midwinter Regatta

             
Alamitos Bay Yacht Club                        

            Long Beach, Calif.                                   Feb. 18-19, 2012   

	Feb. 19, 2012

Midwinters launch F-18 winners into worlds  

LONG BEACH, Calif. 

Word of warning to Formula 18 catamaran racers who plan to be in Long Beach for the class world championships in September: Matt Struble and Damon LaCasella own these waters. 
Or at least they did this past weekend during Alamitos Bay Yacht Club's part as one of 34 clubs hosting the 83rd Southern California Yachting Association Midwinters Regatta. The sailors from San Diego won all seven of their races in the largest class of 15 boats.  

Altogether there are 86 boats in 11 classes, who after a squirrely day of light wind Saturday found the "normal" southwest sea breeze Sunday building from 6.5 to 15 knots through the afternoon. 

Olivier Boryn was impressed. As president of the international F-18 class he was on a scouting trip from his home in Brittany, France to check out the site. He watched all of the racing from the flying bridge of the race committee boat Patience. 
"We should have a wonderful regatta," he said afterward.
But he also said that Struble and LaCasella probably won't be the favorites. That would be Australia's Darren Bundock, the four-time world champion and double Olympic silver medalist in Tornado catamarans. 

Struble, 38, said overconfidence won't be a problem. 

"Today was more problematical," he said. "The whole fleet was doing better so we had to find our way out of bunch of holes." 

LaCasella, 41, owns the boat that they have sailed together for three years. So why doesn't he drive his own boat? 
"We sailed against each other a lot of years," he said. "I like being on the front of the boat. You're more in control of the boat doing mainsheet and the spinnaker." 
So, we'll see in September. 

On the Cal 25 offshore course managed by the nearby Long 
Beach YC, Art and Scott Melendres of <Whittier>, <Calif.> finished first overall, beating out Rick Sottile and Felix Basadre of <<Westminster>, <Calif.>> by just one point. 
Art Melendres described how luck played a role. 
“The first race of the day as we were rounding the leeward mark someone let the spinnaker halyard go without anyone dousing it," he said. "Well, it went under the boat and we shrimped it real good. We knew there was a windward mark change and when we got it all sorted out we looked up and we were the only boat pointed toward the new mark. It looked like everyone else was headed for the old mark. If it wasn’t for shrimping the spinnaker we wouldn’t have gotten the jump on the rest of the fleet.” 
Some would say, well, that's sailboat racing. 
Class winners 

505 (12 boats)---Ted Conrads, St. Francis YC/Brian Haines, San Diego YC, (2)-1-1-1-1-1-1, 6 points. 

INTERNATIONAL 14 (8)---F. Joseph Bersch/Kris Henderson, Corinthian YC/Seattle YC, 3-(4)-2-3-1-1-4, 14.    

VIPER (10)---Tim Carter/Garrett Greenlaugh, ABYC, 1-(3)-1-3-3-2-1, 11. 
CAL 20 (7)---Stan Gibbs/Pat McCormick, ABYC, 2-2-1-3-(5)-1-1, 10, 8. 
FORMULA 18 (15)---Matt Struble/Damon LaCasella, Mission Bay YC, (1)-1-1-1-1-1-1, 6.  
LASER MASTERS (9)---Jay Golison, ABYC, 1-1-1-1-1-1-(10), 20.  

FINN (4)---Erik Lidecis, ABYC/Bahia Corinthian YC, 1-1-1-1-1, 5.  

CORONADO 15 (5)---Vincent Paternoster/Jim Ach, South Coast Corinthian YC, 2-1-1-1-1, 5. 

LIDO 14 A  (8)---Stu Robertson/Adam Elsharhawy, ABYC, 1-2-1-2-1-2-1-(3), 10. 
LIDO 14 B (7)---Jock McGraw/crew unlisted, American Legion YC, 3-2-1-1-2-1-1-(4), 11. 

CFJ (2)---Marissa Golison/Nora Elsharhawy, ABYC, 1-1-1-1, 4.  

Complete ABYC results 
More 2012 SCYA Midwinters information 

High-resolution photo gallery  
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Rich Roberts 
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	A few of the winners
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Matt Struble and Damon 

LaCasella in Formula 18s
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Eric Lidecis in Finns 
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Stan Gibbs in Cal 20s 
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Jay Golison in Laser Masters
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Stu Robertson in Lido 14-A
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James Sears/Yvonne Galvez runners-up in Vipers
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The Panda? Not this time 



