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    Women’s 470s winners Amanda Clark (l) and crew Sarah Mergenthaler celebrate at the finish                 
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	Oct. 14, 2007
Olympians declared in Long Beach
LONG BEACH, Calif.---Competitive racing, drama and high emotions marked the final day of the Olympic Sailing Trials as the final spots on the Olympic Sailing Team were decided Sunday in the Women’s 470s and Men’s and Women’s RS:X sailboards. 
Amanda Clark, Shelter Island, N.Y., and crew Sarah Mergenthaler, New York, N.Y., won the first Women’s 470 race of the day and sealed their membership in the elite club of the few who can call themselves Olympians.

“We knew going into today we had to finish 11th or better,” Clark said. “We’re psyched. It’s a dream come true. We’ve been working toward this together since 2002.”

Asked if going to the Olympics has hit her yet, Clark replied, “Not fully. When I think about it I get teary eyed.”

Mergenthaler added, “We’re not just going to the Olympics to compete, we’re going to bring home a medal. You can try all your life and never get it right. But when you do, it feels really great.”

In the Men’s RS:X sailboards Ben Barger, Tampa, Fla., finished first in both races Sunday to clinch his spot on the Olympic team, beating out four-time Olympian and two-time medalist Mike Gebhardt by eight points.

There was a protest Sunday against Barger regarding Friday’s collision with Bob Willis, again saying Barger did not do a penalty turn after the incident. The protest was disallowed by the Olympic Trials jury just as it was Friday.

“It still hasn’t sunk in yet,” Barger said. “This is awesome. Ten years I’ve been working toward this. My whole goal today was to sail clean and stay away from everybody.

“With all that’s gone on in this regatta all I want to do is go home and be with my wife. The trials can be intense, and this one was no different.”

Women’s RS:X sailboards was also full of drama. Farrah Hall, Annapolis, Md., was declared the winner of the trials, beating out Nancy Rios, Miami, Fla., by one point. 

Rios was inconsolable, despondent about her loss and not wanting to talk to anyone. 

A request for redress was then filed by Rios because of a right-of-way collision with Monica Wilson, Breckenridge, Colo., after the start of the second race. Rios’ sail was torn causing her to not be able to sail well and after finishing second in the first race. She managed as best she could and finished fourth in the second race.

After a long deliberation, the jury agreed and dropped her four-point score to two, putting Rios in the lead and winner of the trials by one point.
“I’m happy,” Rios said. “Someone collided with me. I think I deserved a redress. My plan was to get two seconds today and I did.”

The U.S. is yet to qualify for a slot in the Women’s RS:X class. Their next (and last) opportunity will be at the RS:X Worlds in Auckland, New Zealand, Jan. 2008. Any American sailor may qualify the country. 

Rios commented, “Yes, I’m going to the Worlds and I know we’ll qualify. Then on to the Olympics!”             

Final Results
470s Combined
1. Clark/Mergenthaler, Shelter Isl YC,NYYC,  

    4-3-1-(6)-3-3-2-4-1-5-1-6-3-4-(DNC), 47 points

2. McNay/Biehl, Beverly YC, 
    2-2-2-2-1-2-4-1-(6)-4-2-1-6-1-(DNC)-(DNC), 50
3. Maxwell/Kinsolving, Ram Island YC,
    9-7-5-5-2-1-5-3-3-2-8-3-4-(OCS)-2-2, 61

Men’s RS:Xs

1. Barger, Tampa Bay, Fla., 
    8(RAF)-1-2-1-2-1-3-2-2-1-2-2-1-1-1-1, 23
2. Gebhardt, Gebhardt Perf. Riding Club, 
    2-(3)-1-2-1-2-1-3-1-2-3-3-2-2-3-3, 31
3. Willis, Columbia YC, 
    1-2-5-3-(6)-3-2-1-4-4-1-1-6-3-2-2, 40
Women’s RS:Xs

1. Rios, Banana River Windsurfing Resort, 

    2-(4)-1-3-2-2-4-4-1-1-1-1-1-1-2-2, 28
2. Hall, Davis Island YC, 
    (4)-1-4-1-3-3-1-1-2-2-2-2-3-2-1-1, 29
3. Wilson, Sail Newport,
    3-3-3-2-1-4-3-3-3-3-4-4-2-3-4-(5), 45
For complete results:

www.abyc.org   
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Women’s 470s Olympians Amanda Clark 

and Sarah Mergenthaler celebrate with

a hug after finishing first in the first race

Sunday to win the Olympic Sailing Trials      
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Winner of the Men’s RS:X sailboard

class Ben Barger  
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Winner by one point in the Women’s
RS:X sailboards is Nancy Rios




