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      International 14s work their way downwind. Breeze was light in outer Long Beach Harbor Saturday 

 80th SCYA Midwinter Regatta   
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	Feb. 21, 2009 
Martin finds a way in fickle wind 
                     Pendragon 4, Emirage battle looms 
LONG BEACH, Calif.---Gloomy and as windless as the bottom of a well, Saturday's first day of  the Southern California Yachting Association's 80th annual Midwinter Regatta would never rate a look in a Chamber of Commerce brochure about the wonderful sailing in Long Beach. 

Alamitos Bay and Long Beach Yacht Clubs are among 31 clubs hosting races this weekend, and it was especially painful for the fleets that thrive on the thrills of speed, like the 505 and International 14 skiffs. So how was the day for Andy Beckman and crew Matt McKinlay from Newport Harbor Yacht Club? 

"It's kind of like driving a Ferrari in first gear," Beckman said—but he's in strong contention in 505s, sharing second place with Kevin Taugher of ABYC and crew Ben Benjamin only two points behind ABYC's Mike Martin and crew Jeff Nelson. Martin was the class world champion in 1999 and is a four-time runnerup. 
But over eight decades, wind has been less reliable than a roulette wheel. Some years it blows beautifully, while other years . . . 

The wind hovered between 3 and 4 knots for the mid-day starts and touched 6 knots briefly before leaving town. 

ABYC, with 85 boats in 10 classes, pushed the conditions to run a quota of four races for the A-Cats and F/18 catamarans, which led off the starting sequence. But subsequent starts were seen as futile so the I/14s, Finns, Lasers, Etchells and Cal 20s had to settle for three races. 

Twenty Lido 14s inside Alamitos Bay completed four races. 

LBYC didn't have much better luck with its big boats farther offshore beyond the breakwater, calling it a day when the wind quit after only two races. 

But the day set the stage for a shootout in PHRF-A between John MacLaurin's Pendragon 4 and David Bassett-Parkins' Emirage, each with a first and second place. Pendragon 4 is a Davidson 52 that was the unofficial prototype of the popular Transpac 52. Emirage is a 1D48. 

Martin and Nelson, finding superior speed in spite of the conditions, overcame poor starts in the first and third races to log a 2-1-3 day, as Taugher and Beckman won the other races. Beckman hoped for more wind Sunday. Ideal for a 505? 

"About 18 knots," he said---a long reach, according to the forecast. 

Beckman and McKinley's best win was in a conventional dinghy in the Southern Soiland Cup team racing event at New Orleans in 2007 following Hurricane Katrina. Coincidentally, his Newport Harbor YC donated the championship trophy when the Southern YC's prizes were wiped out along with the club. 

"That made it pretty special," Beckman said. 

The final races are scheduled for noon Sunday, conditions permitting. 
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ABYC results and photos   
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Warren McArthur (r.) chases his I/14 as it drifts away. He jumped in to free the rudder from a mark 
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Pendragon 4 leads Emirage in 

Long Beach YC's PHRH-A class
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Andy Beekman and Matt McKinlay slipped the RC boat anchor cable  
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A-Cats lead off the regatta 

in 4 knots of wind
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Cal 20s wing-and-wing downwind
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Racing around a car transporter 
Enlarged hi-res photos 



