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	Feb. 21, 2009 
80th SCYA Midwinters: racing for anything that floats 
LONG BEACH, Calif.---It calls itself "the largest regatta in North America," and who's to argue? Alamitos Bay and Long Beach Yacht Clubs will be among 31 clubs from San Diego to Santa Barbara and east to Arizona staging the Southern California Yachting Association's 80th annual Midwinter Regatta Saturday and Sunday. 
There will be races for sailboats, radio-controlled models, land yachts, powerboats (predicted log competition) and outrigger canoes---in all, as many as 600 boats in 80 classes. 
Alamitos Bay YC will run small boats inside the bay and outside on the ocean. Long Beach YC will line up big boats on an ocean course. 

"We are praying for good weather,” Midwinter Chairman Peter Glick said. “Last year the weather was great for a regatta." 
Over the years since 1928 the Midwinters have been interrupted only by World War II but not by the Great Depression, so a mere recession shouldn't interfere with the fun. Weather is always a threat, but the forecast this weekend is for light winds and only a slight chance of rain by late Sunday night. 

ABYC will have racy 505 and International 14 skiffs, F-18 catamarans, A-Cats, Finns, Lasers, Etchells, Cal 20s and Lido 14 dinghies. 
LBYC will run Catalina 37s, Express 37s, Santana 30/30s, J/29s, Shock 35s and two PHRF handicap classes of ocean racers rated faster than minus-3 seconds per mile and 0-120.  
In the same inshore local, Seal Beach YC will host Cal 25s, Catalina 25s, 27s and 30s and a PHRF fleet of boats rating 123 and up. 
Multiple races are scheduled each day starting at noon, conditions permitting. 
More information  
2008 results and photos  
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Enlarged hi-res photos 



